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ROCKY

TUESDAY, AUGUST 15, 2006

ROCKYMOUNTAINNEWS.COM

! 50 cents in Denver

Help wanted, cheap
n Metroopeningssoar70%:Mostarelow-paying,don’tmatchworkforce. 1B

On 17th Avenue, a river runs through it
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CHRISTIAN SCHWARTZ

A golden type
for Houston
Good morning!
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Ken Lay, 10 counts: 10 guilty Jeff Skilling, 28 counts: 19 guilty

Bottom line: Guilty

‘SHOCKED’: Ex-Enron Chairman Ken Lay, with his wife, Linda, departs the courthouse Thursday after his conviction was announced. Of the
verdict, Lay said: “Certainly we’re surprised, more appropriately to say we’re shocked. . . . I firmly believe I’m innocent of the charges against me.”

I

N the end, it came down to responsibility. That was the theme that ran
through jurors’ comments Thursday as
they explained why they found Ken Lay
m and Jeff Skilling guilty.
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The message is loud and clear

c

As jurors embraced their
responsibility to administer
justice, they looked for that
same commitment from
Enron’s top executives and
found them lacking.
“Those of us who have fulltime jobs did our jobs at night
when we got home exhausted
— and on weekends,” juror
Carolyn Kuchera said. “Some
of us went to work straight
from court. We were
responsible. We were
accountable. I think (Enron)
employees were entitled to the
same thing.”
Indeed they were.
They were entitled to the
truth, and as juror Freddy
Delgado, a school principal,
noted, “the truth was not
there.”
It wasn’t in the evidence,
and it wasn’t in the testimony.
It certainly wasn’t in the
statements that Lay and
Skilling made to employees, to
investors, and, during the past
four months, to jurors.
From the witness stand,
Lay, the man who was used to
people jumping when he
spoke, still seemed to believe
that telling his version enough
times would make it true.
“He seemed very much
wanting to be in control,” said
Wendy Vaughan, a roofing
contractor. “He seemed very
much to have a chip on his
shoulder. It made me question

Tension
before
the verdict,
then sobs
By CLIFFORD PUGH
HOUSTON CHRONICLE

Loren Steffy
his character.”
The defense tried to play
the character card, too, but it
didn’t work. Attorneys for Lay
and Skilling argued that the
government used plea
agreements to orchestrate and
even concoct witness
testimony.
The jurors said no. The
testimony was credible
because it was supported by
documents and other
witnesses.
All the former Enron
executives who testified came
from different parts of the
company, “but they all came

Please see STEFFY, Page A11

It was high noon in the
ninth-floor courtroom at the
Bob Casey Federal Building
— about an hour after the Enron verdicts came down —
and already there was dramatic proof how much Ken
Lay’s world had changed.
The former Enron chairman couldn’t leave the room
until he surrendered his passport. So he waited, along
with 20 family members and
friends, for someone to bring
it to the courthouse so he
could go home.
As the group hugged and
sobbed and whispered into
cell phones to spread the
news, Lay’s sister Sharon
commiserated with the Rev.
Bill Lawson, a Lay family
friend.
“Now you’ve got a really
big job,” she told the retired
Please see SCENE, Page A10

STEVE UECKERT PHOTOS : C H R O N I C L E

NOT OVER: Ex-Enron CEO Jeff Skilling, left, and attorney Daniel Petrocelli
— who promised a “vigorous” appeal — speak to the press after the verdict.

EX-ENRON BOSSES
CLOSER TO PRISON
Top execs convicted in scheme
to hide firm’s financial health;
experts say they could get up to
25 years at Sept. 11 sentencing
By MARY FLOOD
HOUSTON CHRONICLE

More than four years after
the collapse of their company
stunned a city and sent shockwaves
through
corporate
boardrooms across the country,
former Enron executives Ken
Lay and Jeff Skilling failed one
last time: to convince a jury
that it was not their fault.
The two once-exalted kings
of industry were found guilty of
25 charges against them. U.S.
District Judge Sim Lake added
four more guilty verdicts
against Lay on separate personal banking charges.

Enron talk online

The jury of eight women and
four men rejected the pair’s insistence that their mistakes
were ones of omission and that
Enron’s failure was a freakish
event wrought by forces beyond
their control.
Houston trial lawyer David
Berg said the “preposterous”
argument that the company
was fundamentally sound
helped make Lay “a walking
metaphor for what the government said was criminal about
Enron. The exterior is respectable, but you strip it away and
there is a dark underside.”
Sobs could be heard coming
from the Lay family, and the

Beyond the verdict

Hear jurors explain the
decision, listen to key Enron
figures, explore an interactive
timeline, and discuss the
verdict at chron.com/enron

Complete coverage, including
reaction from ex-employees,
what’s next for Lay and
Skilling, and a look at the verdict,
count by count. PAGES A3-11

two defendants stood impassively as Lake quickly read the
multiple verdicts Thursday
morning.
In the sixth day of jury deliberations, Lay, the 64-yearold former CEO and chairman,
was convicted on all six counts
he faced in the jury trial: conspiracy, two counts of wire
fraud and three counts of securities fraud. Lay was also convicted by the judge of one count
of bank fraud and three counts
of making false statements to
banks.
Ex-CEO Skilling, 52, was
convicted on 19 of the 28 counts
against him: conspiracy, 12
counts of securities fraud, one
count of insider trading, and
five counts of making false
statements to auditors. He was
acquitted of nine insider trading counts.
The pair were accused of a
wide-reaching scheme to manipulate Enron’s bottom line
and make the company look financially healthy to outsiders
when it was rotten with fraud
and failure inside. They
claimed they did nothing wrong
and Enron was a financially
stable company that went into a
death spiral because of a run on
the bank.
“The eyes of the world have
been upon this Houston courthouse for the last six months.
What they have seen is our jusPlease see VERDICT, Page A8

Senate OKs immigration bill; difficult House negotiations loom.
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Bush, Blair acknowledge Iraq missteps, pledge to move forward.
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through jurors’ comments Thursday as
they explained why they found Ken Lay
and Jeff Skilling guilty.

As jurors embraced their
responsibility to administer
justice, they looked for that
same commitment from
Enron’s top executives and
found them lacking.
“Those of us who have fulltime jobs did our jobs at night
when we got home exhausted
— and on weekends,” juror
Carolyn Kuchera said. “Some
of us went to work straight
from court. We were
responsible. We were
accountable. I think (Enron)
employees were entitled to the
same thing.”
Indeed they were.
They were entitled to the
truth, and as juror Freddy
Delgado, a school principal,
noted, “the truth was not
there.”
It wasn’t in the evidence,
and it wasn’t in the testimony.
It certainly wasn’t in the
statements that Lay and
Skilling made to employees, to
investors, and, during the past
four months, to jurors.
From the witness stand,
Lay, the man who was used to
people jumping when he
spoke, still seemed to believe
that telling his version enough
times would make it true.
“He seemed very much
wanting to be in control,” said
Wendy Vaughan, a roofing
contractor. “He seemed very
much to have a chip on his
shoulder. It made me question

then sobs
By CLIFFORD PUGH
HOUSTON CHRONICLE

Loren Steffy
his character.”
The defense tried to play
the character card, too, but it
didn’t work. Attorneys for Lay
and Skilling argued that the
government used plea
agreements to orchestrate and
even concoct witness
testimony.
The jurors said no. The
testimony was credible
because it was supported by
documents and other
witnesses.
All the former Enron
executives who testified came
from different parts of the
company, “but they all came

Please see STEFFY, Page A11

It was high noon in the
ninth-floor courtroom at the
Bob Casey Federal Building
— about an hour after the Enron verdicts came down —
and already there was dramatic proof how much Ken
Lay’s world had changed.
The former Enron chairman couldn’t leave the room
until he surrendered his passport. So he waited, along
with 20 family members and
friends, for someone to bring
it to the courthouse so he
could go home.
As the group hugged and
sobbed and whispered into
cell phones to spread the
news, Lay’s sister Sharon
commiserated with the Rev.
Bill Lawson, a Lay family
friend.
“Now you’ve got a really
big job,” she told the retired
Please see SCENE, Page A10

Enron talk online

CLOSER TO PRISON
Top execs convicted in scheme
to hide firm’s financial health;
experts say they could get up to
25 years at Sept. 11 sentencing
By MARY FLOOD
HOUSTON CHRONICLE

More than four years after
the collapse of their company
stunned a city and sent shockwaves
through
corporate
boardrooms across the country,
former Enron executives Ken
Lay and Jeff Skilling failed one
last time: to convince a jury
that it was not their fault.
The two once-exalted kings
of industry were found guilty of
25 charges against them. U.S.
District Judge Sim Lake added
four more guilty verdicts
against Lay on separate personal banking charges.

The jury of eight women and
four men rejected the pair’s insistence that their mistakes
were ones of omission and that
Enron’s failure was a freakish
event wrought by forces beyond
their control.
Houston trial lawyer David
Berg said the “preposterous”
argument that the company
was fundamentally sound
helped make Lay “a walking
metaphor for what the government said was criminal about
Enron. The exterior is respectable, but you strip it away and
there is a dark underside.”
Sobs could be heard coming
from the Lay family, and the

Beyond the verdict

Hear jurors explain the
decision, listen to key Enron
figures, explore an interactive
timeline, and discuss the
verdict at chron.com/enron

Complete coverage, including
reaction from ex-employees,
what’s next for Lay and
Skilling, and a look at the verdict,
count by count. PAGES A3-11

two defendants stood impassively as Lake quickly read the
multiple verdicts Thursday
morning.
In the sixth day of jury deliberations, Lay, the 64-yearold former CEO and chairman,
was convicted on all six counts
he faced in the jury trial: conspiracy, two counts of wire
fraud and three counts of securities fraud. Lay was also convicted by the judge of one count
of bank fraud and three counts
of making false statements to
banks.
Ex-CEO Skilling, 52, was
convicted on 19 of the 28 counts
against him: conspiracy, 12
counts of securities fraud, one
count of insider trading, and
five counts of making false
statements to auditors. He was
acquitted of nine insider trading counts.
The pair were accused of a
wide-reaching scheme to manipulate Enron’s bottom line
and make the company look financially healthy to outsiders
when it was rotten with fraud
and failure inside. They
claimed they did nothing wrong
and Enron was a financially
stable company that went into a
death spiral because of a run on
the bank.
“The eyes of the world have
been upon this Houston courthouse for the last six months.
What they have seen is our jusPlease see VERDICT, Page A8

Senate OKs immigration bill; difficult House negotiations loom.
ROGER BLACK : NEWS TYPE : ATyPI : LISBON : 30 SEPTEMBER 2006

PAGE A12

ROGER BLACK : NEWS TYPE : ATyPI : LISBON : 30 SEPTEMBER 2006

9

?FLJKFE

879AO7H:E?BM;BBI

8bWYa=ebZ
?<8;C@E<9FC;

?<8;C@E<IFD8E

J;N7IJ;7"?<OEKM7DJJE8;CEH;E8I9KH;

H7D9><EHI7B;
;<:B9FC;@K8C@:

;<:BIFD8E

?mWdjjecel[je9Wb_\ehd_W"Xkj_ji[[cikdeh_]_dWbiec[^em

<Wh[m[bbXWi^

;<:BIFD8E

?<8;C@E<9FC;@K8C@:8CK<IE8K<

M[ehZ[h[Z(+&]Wbbedie\ibWm

C_ZbWdZ

?<8;C@E<IFD8E

?<8;C@E<@K8C@:

A[jY^kfWdZcWoeddW_i[^[b_Yefj[h[Z_d\hecj^[d[njYekdjo

CkijWhZI^ehjW][
;<:B@K8C@:

?<8;C@E<@K8C@:8CK<IE8K<

'"(.+;CFJOA;=IE<I7IF7H?BB77D:=?D=;H8;;H

>
 ejh[b_i^

;<:BIFD8E

?<8;C@E<9FC;@K8C@:

Cffb`e^YXZbkfk_\\olY\iXekkpgf^iXg_plj\[Ypk_\?\XijkglYc`ZXk`fej`ek_\\Xicp)'k_Z\eklip#If^\i
9cXZb[\Z`[\[kflj\Xelg[Xk\[A\ejfeXjk_\]fle[Xk`fef]_`ji\[\j`^ef]k_\?fljkfe:_ife`Zc\%:_i`jk`Xe
JZ_nXikqËjjkli[p#e\njp`ek\igi\kXk`fekXb\jdfjkf]`kjZl\j]ifd9i`k`j_Dfefkpg\Ëj@kXc`XeFc[jkpc\#`kj\c]
Xe`ek\igi\kXk`fef]N`cc`XdDfii`jËj>fc[\eKpg\#YlkXcjfYfiifnj\ZZ\eki`Z[\kX`cj]ifdE\Y`fcfËj%]Y)''*
(/JKPC<J1IFD8E8E;9FC;N@K?@K8C@:J@EK<OK#;<:B8E;?<8;C@E<J@Q<J%
?<8;C@E<J@Q<8CJF@E:CL;<J8CK<IE8K<@K8C@:J%K<OKJ@Q<8CJF@E:CL;<JIFD8E8E;9FC;JD8CC:8GJ%

FONT BUREAU’S SPECIMEN OF HOUSTON
ROGER BLACK : NEWS TYPE : ATyPI : LISBON : 30 SEPTEMBER 2006

10

DAVID BERLOW

A Kis for L.A.
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HOLLYWOOD
YEARS

COMMEMORATIVE EDITION
Sunday, May 21, 2006 : Section S
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Clarence Brown directs
Greta Garbo and Gavin
Gordon in the 1930 film
“Romance.”

John Kobal Foundation / Getty Images

The Dream Machine
How our town’s image factories rose, prospered and conquered the world — and the big
challenges they now face. STAR POWER: The glow of lost glamour, Page 14. THE STUDIOS:
The system and its discontents, Page 4. CLASSICS: Key films and TV shows that changed
the industry, Pages 5 and 16. THE BIZ: A mogul’s lament for the old ways, Page 10. PLUS:
The new immigrants. Movie worker bees. Tinseltown vs. L.A. Film-tech. A gallery of
A-list peccadilloes. A secret history of the town. And test your entertainment IQ.
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Detainee
Bill Now
Goes to
Senate

COLUMN ONE

At Church,
an ‘ATM
for Jesus’
8 Pastor Marty Baker’s
‘Giving Kiosks’ are
catching on. Members
say they use credit cards
for everything else —
why not tithing?

The House measure bars
torture but not specific
techniques. Approval is
expected and appears to
be part of the GOP’s
election strategy.

By Richard Fausset
Times Staff Writer

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Pastor
Marty Baker preaches that the
Bible is the eternal and inviolate
word of God. On other church
matters, he’s willing to change
with the times.
Jeans are welcome at Stevens
Creek Community Church, the
1,100-member evangelical congregation Baker founded 19
years ago. Sermons are available
as podcasts, and the electric
house band has been known to
cover Aerosmith’s “Dream On.”
A recent men’s fellowship breakfast was devoted to discussing
the spiritual wages of lunching at
Hooters.
It is a bid for relevance in a nation charmed by pop culture and
consumerism, and it is not an
uncommon one. But Baker has
waded further into the 21st century than most fishers of American souls, as evidenced one
Wednesday night when churchgoer Josh Marshall stepped up to
a curious machine in the church
lobby.
It was one of Stevens Creek’s
three “Giving Kiosks”: a sleek
black pedestal topped with a
computer screen, numeric keypad and magnetic-strip reader.
Prompted by the on-screen instructions, Marshall performed
a ritual more common in quickie
marts than a house of God: He
pulled out a bank card, swiped it
and punched in some numbers.
The machine spat out a receipt. Marshall’s $400 donation
was routed to church coffers before he had found his seat for evening worship.

50¢ Designated Areas Higher

By Richard Simon
and Julian E. Barnes
Times Staff Writers

Stephen Osman L os Angeles Times

A F T E R M AT H : Tom Warner sits on what remains of his mother’s mobile home in Lockwood Valley after the Day fire swept through.

Stubborn
Iraq Impeding Efforts to Go After
Day Fire
Shiite Militias, U.S. Military Says
Defies All
Efforts
By Solomon Moore
Times Staff Writer

By Catherine Saillant
Times Staff Writer

Firefighter Mike Stout was
working another small blaze on
Labor Day when the Day fire began as a few wisps of smoke in
the Los Padres National Forest.
He was there 11 days later
when the fast-growing Ventura
County blaze swept over his U.S.
Forest Service base station near
Pyramid Lake and roared east.
And on Wednesday, the 24th
day of what has become one of
the biggest and longest-burning

BAGHDAD — Senior U.S.
military officials have stepped up
complaints that Iraq’s Shiite-led
government is thwarting efforts
to go after Shiite death squads
blamed in the execution-style
killings of Sunni Arabs in neighborhoods across this capital.
Although deadly Sunni Arab
rebel attacks remain frequent in
Baghdad, U.S. officials, including Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad, say death squads affiliated
with Shiite militias have become
the main factors ratcheting up

RELATED STORIES

In tandem: Shiite militias are
said to cooperate in slayings. A8
Airstrike: The U.S. will look into
raid that killed eight Iraqis. A11

the capital’s death toll from sectarian killings.
Civilian deaths in Baghdad
during July and August totaled
more than 5,100, according to
United Nations figures, and most
were caused by the sectarian
strife.
However, the 8,000 U.S.
troops sent to Baghdad in recent

weeks to restore order have been
largely prevented from confronting those militias, many of which
have ties to Iraqi government officials.
The statements by ranking
U.S. authorities complaining
about the situation highlight rising American dissatisfaction
with Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri
Maliki and an increasing willingness to exert pressure on the
fledging Iraqi government.
The U.S. forces would like to
stage heightened military operations in Baghdad neighborhoods such as Sadr City, a
[See Iraq, Page A8]
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WASHINGTON
—
The
House on Wednesday approved
administration-backed rules for
interrogating and trying terrorism suspects, a key component
of the national security agenda
that Republicans aim to showcase in their fight to hold onto
Congress.
The Senate is expected to follow suit today, making passage
of the military tribunal bill one of
Congress’ final acts before lawmakers recess this weekend to
hit the campaign trail. Barring
complications, the legislation
will reach President Bush’s desk
for a high-profile signing ceremony in the run-up to the November elections.
The measure, approved by
the House 253 to 168, would preserve tough interrogation tactics
that the White House has credited with helping thwart terrorist
plots. It also would pave the way
for trials of at least two dozen
terrorism suspects, including
self-proclaimed Sept. 11 mastermind
Khalid
Shaikh
Mohammed, who are being held at
the U.S. military prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.
“We must remember that we
are fighting a different kind of
enemy — and a different kind of
war,” Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist (R-Tenn.) said as the
chamber opened debate on the
measure Wednesday. “To win
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Stephen Osman L os Angeles Times

A F T E R M AT H : Tom Warner sits on what remains of his mother’s mobile home in Lockwood Valley after the Day fire swept through.

Stubborn
Iraq Impeding Efforts to Go After
Day Fire
Shiite Militias, U.S. Military Says
Defies All
Efforts
By Solomon Moore
Times Staff Writer

By Catherine Saillant
Times Staff Writer

Firefighter Mike Stout was
working another small blaze on
Labor Day when the Day fire began as a few wisps of smoke in
the Los Padres National Forest.
He was there 11 days later
when the fast-growing Ventura
County blaze swept over his U.S.
Forest Service base station near
Pyramid Lake and roared east.
And on Wednesday, the 24th
day of what has become one of
the biggest and longest-burning
brush fires in California history,
Stout was still among the more
than 4,200 firefighters on the
lines.
“Gotta run!” he said, stuffing
some water and a few granola
bars into his backpack before
jumping into a helicopter that
took him up to the rugged terrain

BAGHDAD — Senior U.S.
military officials have stepped up
complaints that Iraq’s Shiite-led
government is thwarting efforts
to go after Shiite death squads
blamed in the execution-style
killings of Sunni Arabs in neighborhoods across this capital.
Although deadly Sunni Arab
rebel attacks remain frequent in
Baghdad, U.S. officials, including Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad, say death squads affiliated
with Shiite militias have become
the main factors ratcheting up

RELATED STORIES

In tandem: Shiite militias are
said to cooperate in slayings. A8
Airstrike: The U.S. will look into
raid that killed eight Iraqis. A11

the capital’s death toll from sectarian killings.
Civilian deaths in Baghdad
during July and August totaled
more than 5,100, according to
United Nations figures, and most
were caused by the sectarian
strife.
However, the 8,000 U.S.
troops sent to Baghdad in recent

weeks to restore order have been
largely prevented from confronting those militias, many of which
have ties to Iraqi government officials.
The statements by ranking
U.S. authorities complaining
about the situation highlight rising American dissatisfaction
with Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri
Maliki and an increasing willingness to exert pressure on the
fledging Iraqi government.
The U.S. forces would like to
stage heightened military operations in Baghdad neighborhoods such as Sadr City, a
[See Iraq, Page A8]

A Plan for Very Civil Disobedience
Police and union will
follow a script, which
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THE INTERIOR LANDSCAPE

Robert Gauthier L os Angeles Times

Genaro Molina Los Angeles Times

More than the final frontier, it’s the eternal frontier. In snug bungalows and expansive
contemporaries, the question of how much space is enough is the question that launched
a thousand add-ons. Is the answer a bigger home? Or more creative use of what you have?
A look at the shifting footprint of today’s home — and why our ability to be happy
within those walls is more than the sum of our square feet.

H
By Sean Mitchell

THE GARDEN
Downsizing from a yard
to a balcony doesn’t
mean giving up homegrown fruit or beautiful
blooms. You just have
to think (and buy)
creatively. P A G E 3

Special to The Times

OW big a house do you want? How big a house
do you need? Americans have been trying to
reconcile the answers to these two questions for
as long as banks have been extending mortgages. Complicating the responses are family
size and level of affluence, personal taste, fashion and the ever-changing ways in which we live.
Through the years, while garages and bathrooms have multiplied
and kitchens have grown in size and stature, living and dining rooms
have all but disappeared. Outdoor space has been colonized, media
centers have infiltrated and the home office has nearly supplanted
the practically quaint idea of an extra room for guests.
For more than 50 years, people have been lured to ever-distant,
sparkly new subdivisions, while others who may see themselves as
urban pioneers moved back to the inner city to restore aging housing stock. In Los Angeles and other big cities, the questions of house
size and utilization of space are perhaps more critical than ever as
population density and the ever-rising cost of land force homeowners to rethink how many square feet they can afford and how to
[See Space, Page F10]
make the most of every square inch.

MAN OF
THE HOUSE
If it were up to Chris
Erskine, he’d raise his
kids in a log cabin with
no walls, no doors and
no secrets. In a small
house, a dad hears, and
revels in, all. P A G E 5

Béatrice de Géa L os Angeles Times

THINKING SMALL
“Sometimes it’s more liberating to live with
constraints than too many options,” says Sasha
Tarnopolsky, with husband John Jennings and
daughter Josephine in the entrance to their
1,100-square-foot Mar Vista home. The couple
lived in a studio behind the main house for two
years while they remodeled.

BETWEEN US
How much room do
you really need? It
depends on how you
live your life. Craving
even more space?
Blame an innate need
to be dazzled. P A G E 9
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Justin,
Take 2
POP MUSIC

With ‘FutureSex,’
Timberlake looks
for the alchemy
that can transform
a boy band vet
into a serious
musician with
staying power.

Wally Skalij L os Angeles Times

T
By Geoff Boucher
Times Staff Writer

NO KID
STUFF:
Timberlake
enlisted
Timbaland
and other
hip-hop stars
for the beats of
“FutureSex.”

London

HE woman with the gray hair and pearls stepped into the elevator and pushed the
button for the hotel lobby. She glanced twice at the lanky young man standing next
to her before she finally spoke. “You’re somebody, aren’t you? What’s your name?”
“I’m nobody,” he answered. Then he flashed a high-wattage smile that declared
the opposite. “My name is Justin. What’s your name?”
The doors opened on the sunny atrium of the Landmark hotel and Justin Timberlake looked around for a quiet place to chat about fame, boy-band members who
try to grow up and the high stakes involved in his forthcoming album. The CD, with the cyberbreathless title “FutureSex/LoveSounds,” arrives in stores Sept. 12, and the pressure is written in
the face of Timberlake and everyone in his camp. It would be overstatement to call it a “make or
break” career moment, but today’s pop culture has little tolerance for [See Timberlake, Page E38]

Robert Caplin

Ricardo DeAratanha L os Angeles Times

Mel Melcon L os Angeles Times

STYLE AND CULTURE

MOVIES

POP MUSIC

Nell Freudenberger’s “The Dissident” will arrive with
outsized expectations. Page 5

Before the film “Snakes on a Plane,” there was the
dramatic sales campaign. Page 6

Los Lonely Boys make peace with Dad and ramp up their
“Texican” sound. Page 37

The burden of a first novel

The art of the pitch

It’s all about familia
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Justin,
Take 2
POP MUSIC

With ‘FutureSex,’
Timberlake looks
for the alchemy
that can transform
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That’s good
for headlines, but
what about text?
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CALIFORNIA STORY [Short Fiction]

The Kuppenheims
By Jake Fuchs
Here we are together for eighth-grade graduation at El Rodeo School in
Beverly Hills, Kuppenheims and Feingolds. Both ladies in the photograph
are smiling, but Mrs. Kuppenheim seems happy, and my mother somehow
doesn’t. She was always hard to read. My dad, never one for pretense, looks
simply annoyed, and Mr. Kuppenheim has no particular expression; he just
looks old and sick. Short, bespectacled Curtis, my friend, stares frog-like at the
camera, and I’m glancing sideways at something or, more probably, at nothing. Just waiting for the shutter to click, for the day to end. I know Dad hates
things like this, and that Mom knows it too. That’s probably why her mouth
is set in that imitation smile. The photo is one of those old Polaroid jobs with
scalloped edges, taken by no one I can remember. Forty years later, after Dad
died, I found it in his apartment.
It’s not likely that he meant to hang on to it that long, or at all. My parents
weren’t friends with Curt’s; I’d be surprised to hear that they were ever together at another time and place. But, doubtless by accident, it was one of the
few family things Dad left behind. He was a writer. He left me his books and
movie scripts. Mr. Kuppenheim had been a radio comedian, but by the time
of the photo, the late ’50s, he had been long retired. He probably left his son a
pile of old jokes.
Curt Kuppenheim wasn’t popular, and I didn’t particularly like him, but in
the summer after graduation I needed a place to go. Just clumping around the
house I made noise, merely by the act of breathing I did, and Dad insisted on
quiet while he wrote. He got mad fast, and he didn’t issue warnings. It was no
fun being home under those circumstances, and Curt
[continued on page 38]
ILLUSTRATION BY JON KRAUSE :
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The Kuppenheims
By Jake Fuchs
Here we are together for eighth-grade graduation at El Rodeo School in
Beverly Hills, Kuppenheims and Feingolds. Both ladies in the photograph
are smiling, but Mrs. Kuppenheim seems happy, and my mother somehow
doesn’t. She was always hard to read. My dad, never one for pretense, looks
simply annoyed, and Mr. Kuppenheim has no particular expression; he just
looks old and sick. Short, bespectacled Curtis, my friend, stares frog-like at the
camera, and I’m glancing sideways at something or, more probably, at nothing. Just waiting for the shutter to click, for the day to end. I know Dad hates
things like this, and that Mom knows it too. That’s probably why her mouth
is set in that imitation smile. The photo is one of those old Polaroid jobs with
scalloped edges, taken by no one I can remember. Forty years later, after Dad
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Finally, the front page
Friday, July 14, 20061=@E8C<;@K@FE

COLUMN ONE

A land
of racial
harmony?
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FRONT EXPANDING
Jets make hundreds
of raids as the assault
widens. Hezbollah
rockets hit areas of
Israel previously
thought safe.

New Philadelphia, Ill.,
settled by a freed slave,
was seen as a colorblind
utopia. Amid doubts,
town descendants want
the truth unearthed.

By Laura King
and Rania Abouzeid
Special to The Times

By P.J. Huffstutter
Times Staff Writer

S

Hadley Township, Ill.
andra mcworter knelt
on the soil and gingerly
swept through the dirt
with a tiny brush to find
hints of her heritage.
The clues hidden beneath
the wild grasses and rolling hills
could give McWorter insight into
what life was like for her pioneer
ancestors in the Land of Lincoln.
“Free Frank” McWorter bought
his freedom from slavery and
came here in 1831 to build New
Philadelphia — the first town
in the U.S. legally settled, platted and surveyed by an African
American.
Regional lore hails the town
as a haven of racial harmony: a
place where whites and blacks
lived side by side, farmed the
land, sold their goods, married
one another and worshiped together — more than two decades
before the Civil War. But there’s
no evidence — no recorded
memories, no journals, no newspaper accounts — that proves or
dismisses such camaraderie.
Today, New Philadelphia is
a lily-covered pasture, and its
Main Street a gravel path to a
farmhouse. What remains is a
puzzle that has teased scholars,
history buffs and New Philadelphia descendants for years:
Was this actually an island of
racial tranquillity in west-cen[See Town, Page A28]

GOV. SEEKS DEAL
THAT WOULD EASE
TERM LIMITS
By Peter Nicholas
Times Staff Writer

sacramento — Hoping to resurrect an idea voters rejected in
last year’s special election, Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger plans
to offer lawmakers a deal: He’ll

Adnan Hajj Reuters

NIGHTTIME STRIKE1=l\ckXebjYlieXk9\`ilkËjX`igfikX]k\i@jiX\c`gcXe\jYfdYXi[\[`k]fi

k_\j\Zfe[k`d\`eX[Xp%8jk_\`ek\ieXk`feXcZfddle`kpZXcc\[]fii\jkiX`ek#e\`k_\i@jiX\cefi

Hezbollah acts
alone despite
ties to Iran, Syria
The U.S. has blamed the
militants’ patrons for
the Mideast crisis. Some
experts aren’t sure.
By Paul Richter,
Josh Meyer
and Sebastian Rotella
Times Staff Writers

washington — The Bush administration was quick to pin
responsibility on Iran and Syria
when Hezbollah militants captured two Israeli soldiers this
week. Yet those countries may
not have specifically planned
and ordered the raid that has
brought the Middle East to the
edge of war, U.S. officials and ter-

rorism experts say.
Iran and Syria each have longstanding ties to Hezbollah, a Shiite Muslim militant group, and
no Western government doubts
that they provide financial, political and logistical support.
But some officials and experts
say Hezbollah can also move on
its own initiative, for its own reasons, even as it seeks to avoid any
move that would displease its
chief patrons.
“It sometimes does act on its
own,” said Wayne White, who was
a senior official in the State Department’s intelligence arm until
last year.
White said intelligence agencies have differed on how much
Iran might be spending on Hezbollah but that they agree there
[See Hezbollah, Page A10]
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beirut — Israel blockaded
Lebanon’s coastline, bombarded
its international airport and this
capital’s southern suburbs and
staged hundreds of air raids in a
wide-ranging assault Thursday
aimed at forcing the Shiite Muslim group Hezbollah to free two
captured Israeli soldiers.
A defiant Hezbollah retaliated by raining more than 100
Katyusha rockets on northern
Israel, killing two people and injuring dozens. At least one rocket
hit the large coastal city of Haifa, which previously was out of
range of the projectiles, causing
no injuries but raising alarm at
the prospect of deadly strikes on
major Israeli urban centers.
The militant group denied
having fired on Haifa, a city of
nearly 300,000 with a bustling
port and a major oil refinery. Israel has said that such a strike
could trigger retaliatory raids on
Beirut, the Lebanese capital.
The rapidly intensifying conflict stoked fears of regional strife
and drew calls for restraint from
the international community.
But neither side showed any sign
of backing down; instead, each
warned the other that further escalation was likely.
Though Israel’s airstrikes
have encompassed a wide range
of targets, many of them seem
chosen for their status as emblems of Hezbollah, such as TV
installations, or staged to inflict
highly visible damage that would
be fairly easy to repair. The strikes
on the airport, for example, did
not target the new terminal or
the control tower.
However, more than 50 Lebanese were reported killed in the
strikes, which began before dawn
and thundered long into the
night. The nighttime attack on
the airport, less than 14 hours after an early-morning missile barrage, sent flames from fuel tanks
leaping skyward.
Early today, Lebanese security forces closed the main highway
between Beirut and Damascus,
the Syrian capital, after several
Israeli airstrikes.
Lebanese television reported
other strikes today in the southern suburbs where Hezbollah is
headquartered. Targets reportedly included a bridge and an
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alone despite
ties to Iran, Syria

dismisses such camaraderie.
Today, New Philadelphia is
a lily-covered pasture, and its
Main Street a gravel path to a
farmhouse. What remains is a
puzzle that has teased scholars,
history buffs and New Philadelphia descendants for years:
Was this actually an island of
racial tranquillity in west-cen[See Town, Page A28]

The U.S. has blamed the
militants’ patrons for
the Mideast crisis. Some
experts aren’t sure.

GOV. SEEKS DEAL
THAT WOULD EASE
TERM LIMITS

By Paul Richter,
Josh Meyer
and Sebastian Rotella
Times Staff Writers

washington — The Bush administration was quick to pin
responsibility on Iran and Syria
when Hezbollah militants captured two Israeli soldiers this
week. Yet those countries may
not have specifically planned
and ordered the raid that has
brought the Middle East to the
edge of war, U.S. officials and ter-

By Peter Nicholas
Times Staff Writer

sacramento — Hoping to resurrect an idea voters rejected in
last year’s special election, Gov.
Arnold Schwarzenegger plans
to offer lawmakers a deal: He’ll
support an easing of term limits
if they’ll agree to change the way
California draws voting districts.
Schwarzenegger said in an interview Thursday he does not believe term limits have improved
Sacramento’s political culture.
Allowing legislators to stay in office longer would be worthwhile,
he said, if it induced them to put a
proposal on the ballot that would
strip them of the power to carve
political boundaries.
[See Deal, Page A24]

rorism experts say.
Iran and Syria each have longstanding ties to Hezbollah, a Shiite Muslim militant group, and
no Western government doubts
that they provide financial, political and logistical support.
But some officials and experts
say Hezbollah can also move on
its own initiative, for its own reasons, even as it seeks to avoid any
move that would displease its
chief patrons.
“It sometimes does act on its
own,” said Wayne White, who was
a senior official in the State Department’s intelligence arm until
last year.
White said intelligence agencies have differed on how much
Iran might be spending on Hezbollah but that they agree there
[See Hezbollah, Page A10]
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By Ken Ellignwood

By Rania Abouseid

By Vita Bekker

The fate of the prime
minister’s goal of setting
permanent borders rests
on the outcome of Israel’s
military campaign. a10

A family of 12 is killed
in what witnesses say
was an Israeli air attack.
Mourning neighbors
wonder why. a11

In Nahariya, a rocket
hits a building, killing a
woman. Residents ordered
into bomb shelters and
safe rooms. a11

By Tom Petruno and
Elizabeth Douglass

City in flux vents anger
at illegal immigrants

Crude soars to $76.70 a
barrel on rising anxiety
about supply. Stocks
tumble. business

But neither side showed any sign
of backing down; instead, each
warned the other that further escalation was likely.
Though Israel’s airstrikes
have encompassed a wide range
of targets, many of them seem
chosen for their status as emblems of Hezbollah, such as TV
installations, or staged to inflict
highly visible damage that would
be fairly easy to repair. The strikes
on the airport, for example, did
not target the new terminal or
the control tower.
However, more than 50 Lebanese were reported killed in the
strikes, which began before dawn
and thundered long into the
night. The nighttime attack on
the airport, less than 14 hours after an early-morning missile barrage, sent flames from fuel tanks
leaping skyward.
Early today, Lebanese security forces closed the main highway
between Beirut and Damascus,
the Syrian capital, after several
Israeli airstrikes.
Lebanese television reported
other strikes today in the southern suburbs where Hezbollah is
headquartered. Targets reportedly included a bridge and an
open area where the group held
rallies.
The Lebanese government
insisted that it had no advance
knowledge of Hezbollah’s crossborder raid Wednesday that led
to the soldiers’ capture and triggered the fighting. Eight Israeli
soldiers were killed in the attack
by the militant group, which in effect rules southern Lebanon.
Israel again asserted that the
Lebanese government would pay
[See Lebanon, Page A8]

Limit cellphones in cars or just let
freedom ring? The debate is on.
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FRONT EXPANDING
Jets make hundreds
of raids as the assault
widens. Hezbollah
rockets hit areas of
Israel previously
thought safe.

New Philadelphia, Ill.,
settled by a freed slave,
was seen as a colorblind
utopia. Amid doubts,
town descendants want
the truth unearthed.

By Laura King
and Rania Abouzeid
Special to The Times

By P.J. Huffstutter
Times Staff Writer

S

Hadley Township, Ill.
andra mcworter knelt
on the soil and gingerly
swept through the dirt
with a tiny brush to find
hints of her heritage.
The clues hidden beneath
the wild grasses and rolling hills
could give McWorter insight into
what life was like for her pioneer
ancestors in the Land of Lincoln.
“Free Frank” McWorter bought
his freedom from slavery and
came here in 1831 to build New
Philadelphia — the first town
in the U.S. legally settled, platted and surveyed by an African
American.
Regional lore hails the town
as a haven of racial harmony: a
place where whites and blacks
lived side by side, farmed the
land, sold their goods, married
one another and worshiped together — more than two decades
before the Civil War. But there’s
no evidence — no recorded
memories, no journals, no newspaper accounts — that proves or
dismisses such camaraderie.
Today, New Philadelphia is
a lily-covered pasture, and its
Main Street a gravel path to a
farmhouse. What remains is a
puzzle that has teased scholars,
history buffs and New Philadelphia descendants for years:
Was this actually an island of
racial tranquillity in west-cen[See Town, Page A28]
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Hezbollah acts
alone despite
ties to Iran, Syria
The U.S. has blamed the
militants’ patrons for
the Mideast crisis. Some
experts aren’t sure.
By Paul Richter,

rorism experts say.
Iran and Syria each have longstanding ties to Hezbollah, a Shiite Muslim militant group, and
no Western government doubts
that they provide financial, political and logistical support.
But some officials and experts

beirut — Israel blockaded
Lebanon’s coastline, bombarded
its international airport and this
capital’s southern suburbs and
staged hundreds of air raids in a
wide-ranging assault Thursday
aimed at forcing the Shiite Muslim group Hezbollah to free two
captured Israeli soldiers.
A defiant Hezbollah retaliated by raining more than 100
Katyusha rockets on northern
Israel, killing two people and injuring dozens. At least one rocket
hit the large coastal city of Haifa, which previously was out of
range of the projectiles, causing
no injuries but raising alarm at
the prospect of deadly strikes on
major Israeli urban centers.
The militant group denied
having fired on Haifa, a city of
nearly 300,000 with a bustling
port and a major oil refinery. Israel has said that such a strike
could trigger retaliatory raids on
Beirut, the Lebanese capital.
The rapidly intensifying conflict stoked fears of regional strife
and drew calls for restraint from
the international community.
But neither side showed any sign
of backing down; instead, each
warned the other that further escalation was likely.
Though Israel’s airstrikes
have encompassed a wide range
of targets, many of them seem
chosen for their status as emblems of Hezbollah, such as TV
installations, or staged to inflict
highly visible damage that would
be fairly easy to repair. The strikes
on the airport, for example, did
not target the new terminal or
the control tower.
However, more than 50 Lebanese were reported killed in the
strikes, which began before dawn
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The regional buying boom of 2005 was led
by blacks, Asians and Hispanics, data suggest

Sales of homes
minority-driven

HOME LOANS
TO MINORITIES
Minority home-loan
growth in 2005 in the top
metro areas with at least
15,000 loans originated:
1. Orlando
2. Tampa
3. Phoenix
4. Las Vegas
5. Riverside-San
Bernardino, Calif.
6. Baltimore

52.2%
42.2%
37.9%
32.6%
25.6%
24.3%

[Source: Compliance Technologies Inc.,
Genworth Mortgage Insurance Corp. ]

Oil prices
betray
thrifty
residents

by David G. Savage
and Richard Simon
WA SH I NGT O N // The Senate approved yester-

by Arin Gencer
[sun reporter ]

WEATHER

BREEZY,
COOLER
High, 68; low, 45. Breezy
and cooler conditions settle in behind the cold front
that passed through yesterday. Yesterday’s high,
78; low, 53.
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[Please see HEATING, 11A]

5 0 CEN TS

Bush sought measure
to skirt federal courts
with military tribunals

Falling cost shocks
those who locked in
higher rate for heat

The very plans Jim Schwartz
had thought would save him
money have ended up costing
him more.
Last month, the Sykesville
resident, fearing further rises
in heating oil prices, decided
to lock in his price by signing
on to a “fixed-price” plan with
his oil provider. He’ll pay $2.79
per gallon to heat his home
this winter.
“I saw nothing to tell me that
current oil prices would drop,”
Schwartz said. “Better the
known devil of $2.79.”
But oil prices have dropped,
and that means Schwartz and
others who have chosen similar plans will have to either
pay above-market rates or pay
their oil companies a cancellation fee. For Schwartz, the fee
would be $99.
As the price per barrel of
crude oil dropped steadily in
recent weeks, heating oil
prices decreased, too. On Sept.
22, the wholesale price in New
York had fallen to $1.58 a gallon, according to the Energy
Information Administration
— down about 33 percent
from the same time last year.
The retail price that homeowners pay is typically more
than that. This week, Pug’s
Fuel Oil Service in Baltimore
was selling heating oil for
$2.12 a gallon, said Casey
Sandridge, the company’s
president.
Most heating oil companies
offer their customers ways to
try to save money. Plans include budget billing, which
distributes heating oil costs
evenly throughout the year;
cap programs, which set a
maximum rate that consumers will pay; and fixed-price
plans, which freeze the rate
for a given number of months.
“Oil dealers … have basically
been struggling with how to
sort of give their customers
some sort of security that
things won’t go crazy, and one
of the ways they do that is to

óóóóó FINAL

Catherine Neale unwraps a settlement gift from her Realtor, Gayle Briscoe (center),
after Neale completed the purchase of a city house from Lashell McWhorter (left).
K I M H A I R S TO N [ S U N P H OTO G R A P H E R ]

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... ...
by Jamie Smith Hopkins
[sun reporter ]

All the growth in home sales in the Baltimore region last year — the last hurrah of
the housing boom — was driven by minority
buyers, new numbers suggest.
Mortgage loans to minorities rose nearly 25
percent in 2005 compared with the year before, while loans to whites dropped about 3
percent, according to a report released yesterday by Genworth Mortgage Insurance
Corp. and Compliance Technologies Inc. It
uses the most recent Home Mortgage Disclosure Act statistics for first lien home-purchase loans — not refinancing or second
mortgages.

The region’s increase in loans to minority
buyers ranked it sixth among the country’s
largest metro areas. But the boost in
homebuying among minority groups played
out nationwide last year, in regions big and
small.
Across all metro areas, mortgages to blacks,
Asians, Hispanics and other minorities rose
by nearly 17 percent, six times more than the
increase among whites.
Industry experts, calling it a promising sign
of upward mobility, credit a wider array of
mortgage options, more first-time homebuyer help and better marketing efforts. For the
Baltimore region, local experts said, it’s also
about growing affluence — minorities, including immigrants, who are part of the mid-

“IT’S
REALLY A
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY.
ECONOMICS ARE
DRIVING
THIS.”
MIKE
TALIEFERO

First in a series of occasional articles
on voters from around the state

39

Growing concerns
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... ..... .....
by Tom Dunkel [ s u n r e p o r t e r ]

C A LI FO RNI A

kingfisher divebombs into a thicket of reeds. A majestic blue heron with time on its
hands glides overhead at cruise-control speed. But all’s not well at Mill Creek.
The river otters have vanished. And those once-busy beavers are disappearing along
with the creek bottom itself. Silt from a nearby high-end housing development is apparently clogging this St. Mary’s County stream.

“If you were to try and stand up in
here,” says Robert Willey, 55, a civil service budget analyst and lifelong county
resident, gazing at brackish water from
the front seat of his canoe, “you’d go
knee-deep in mud.”
With the population in this Southern
Maryland county soon to surpass
100,000 and a 30 percent spurt on the
horizon, Willey and his neighbors are
worried about growth. It is among their
top concerns, they say, as they prepare
to head to the polls Nov. 7 and cast votes
for governor, U.S. Senate and a range of
local candidates.
“I don’t want to look and feel like
Montgomery County,” says Kellie Gofus,
a friend of Willey’s steering the canoe
and taking a jab at the state’s most populous jurisdiction. She and her husband
had to sell their power boat because it
can no longer maneuver in Mill Creek.
Much is in flux in the once-sleepy

Legg guru’s
15-year streak
is on the line
. ...... ..... ..... ...... ..... ..... ..

DAYS
UNTIL
NOV. 7

As the population rises in St. Mary’s County,
growth is on voters’ minds and politics are in tumult

A

[Please see DETAINEES, 8A]

Miller fund could fail to top S&P
for first time since early 1990s

[Please see MINORITY, 9A]

VOICES OF MARYLAND

day President Bush’s plan to question and try foreign terrorism suspects before military judges —
without oversight by the federal courts.
Bush is expected to receive a bill he can sign
into law in the next few days, but legal challenges almost assuredly will be pursued against
the prosecution process that the administration
wants to use as a key element in its war on terrorism.
The measure’s most disputed provision would
block foreign prisoners held by the military
from turning to the federal courts to end their
imprisonment. By preventing detainees from
challenging their confinement in court, it sets
up a potential constitutional conflict with the
Supreme Court.
The Senate rejected yesterday a proposal to include this right in the bill establishing the rules
for the new military tribunal system; the overall
bill was then approved, 65-34.
The bill mirrors a measure passed by the House
on Wednesday.

by Laura Smitherman
[sun reporter ]

Bill Miller has been down before, but never by
this much.
The celebrated money manager for Legg Mason Inc. has staked his reputation, in part, on beating the
Standard & Poor’s 500 stock
index with his Value Trust
mutual fund every year for 15
years, an unrivaled record.
But he’s trailing the benchmark by more than 10 percentage points, by far the wid- BILL MILLER
est margin he has been behind at the end of the third quarter since the
streak began. That’s a high hurdle to overcome
in the last three months of the year, and the
idea of Miller-as-underdog has stoked interest in
the yearly Miller watch on Wall Street and in
Baltimore’s financial community.
William H. Miller III, in his pragmatic way, concedes the record could be broken.
[Please see MILLER, 6A]

INSIDE
BUSINESS

BAD BEHAVIOR
ADMITTED AT HP
Hewlett-Packard’s current and former
board chairs agreed with outraged lawmakers that the company had behaved
horribly in trying to ferret out boardroom
leaks. Neither, though, was willing to take
the blame.
>>>> PG 1E
SPORTS

NO-HITTER SPOILED
“I don’t want to look and feel like Montgomery County,” says Kellie Go-

Daniel Cabrera came within two outs of a
no-hitter against the Yankees as the Ori-

31

THE
FRIDAY 09.29.2006

BA LT I M O R E, M D

T HE SU N’S 1 6 9T H YEAR : NO . 2 72

SUN

BA LTIMO RESUN . CO M

BEFORE

F
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by blacks, Asians and Hispanics, data suggest
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HOME LOANS
TO MINORITIES
Minority home-loan
growth in 2005 in the top
metro areas with at least
15,000 loans originated:
1. Orlando
2. Tampa
3. Phoenix
4. Las Vegas
5. Riverside-San
Bernardino, Calif.
6. Baltimore

52.2%
42.2%
37.9%
32.6%
25.6%
24.3%

[Source: Compliance Technologies Inc.,
Genworth Mortgage Insurance Corp. ]
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Late Edition

New York: Today, early showers,
then clearing, breezes, high 68. Tonight, clear, low 51. Tomorrow, sun,
then afternoon clouds, high 65. Yesterday, high 75, low 62. Details, Page D8.
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ONE DOLLAR

SENATE APPROVES
BROAD NEW RULES
TO TRY DETAINEES

Pirro & Pirro, a Partnership
Of Love, Power and Distrust
By LESLIE EATON and MIKE McINTIRE
To hear Jeanine F. Pirro’s sup- heavily financed by his business
porters tell it, she is a wronged associates in Westchester, where
woman leg-shackled to a loser, an he has a hand in many real estate
ambitious and effective wife projects. She, in turn, reflected
brought low by her badly behaved her glamour and political power
onto him.
husband, Albert.
“Picture those two as the celebNow her fears about his philandering have set off a federal in- rities, the royalty, the power brovestigation into possible eaves- kers in Westchester,” said Bendropping and have threatened to nett L. Gershman, a former prosderail her quest to become New ecutor and professor of law at
Pace University who has been a
York attorney general.
But to many people who have frequent critic of Ms. Pirro, 55.
The Pirros’ relationship has
been watching the couple for decades, the Pirros look a lot like an often come with a cost to Ms. Pirecho of that other Westchester ro, starting two decades ago when
power couple, the Clintons, who she dropped her bid for lieutenant
are also political and financial governor in the face of questions
partners whose fates and fortunes about her husband’s ties to a comare profoundly intertwined. The pany in the garbage-hauling busiPirros live in Rye, the Clintons in ness, an activity that was often
linked to the mob. (At the time,
Chappaqua.
When it comes to the Pirros, she said Mr. Pirro was not com“There’s no question they are fortable revealing his clients.)
During Mr. Pirro’s 2000 trial on
partners, there’s no question it’s a
symbiotic relationship,” said charges of tax evasion, it became
Murray Richman, a Bronx de- clear that she had benefited from
fense lawyer who knows both of his largess. But prosecutors said
the Pirros. “There’s no question they were not accusing her of
Jeanine would never be where she knowing that her husband improperly deducted as business exis without Al.”
Mr. Pirro, 59, a lawyer and lob- penses items ranging from her
byist, has provided money and po- two-seater Mercedes to a $135
litical contacts for his wife’s ca- gold mirror. More recently, mobreer and has financed their way of sters were caught on tape claimlife: the fancy cars, the expensive ing that Mr. Pirro had tipped
houses, the pampered pot-bellied
Continued on Page B4
pigs. Her campaigns have been

HOUSE PASSAGE IS ASSURED
Bill Strips Terror Suspects
of Habeas Corpus and
Guides Questioning
By KATE ZERNIKE

Jamie Rose for The New York Times

ON THE HILL Patricia

C. Dunn, Hewlett-Packard’s former chairwoman, faced a House panel yesterday. Page C1.

Hewlett’s Hunt for Leak Became a Game of Clue
By MATT RICHTEL

New Woodward Book Says Bush
Ignored Urgent Warning on Iraq
By DAVID E. SANGER
WASHINGTON, Sept. 28 — The him to return her phone calls. The
White House ignored an urgent American commander for the Midwarning in September 2003 from a dle East, Gen. John P. Abizaid, is retop Iraq adviser who said that thou- ported to have told visitors to his
sands of additional American troops headquarters in Qatar in the fall of
were desperately needed to quell the 2005 that “Rumsfeld doesn’t have
insurgency there, according to a new any credibility anymore” to make a
book by Bob Woodward, the Wash- public case for the American stratington Post reporter and author. The egy for victory in Iraq.
book describes a White House riven
The book, bought by a reporter for
by dysfunction and division over the The New York Times at retail price
war.
in advance of its official release, is
The warning is described in “State the third that Mr. Woodward has
of Denial,” scheduled for publication written chronicling the inner debates
on Monday by Simon & Schuster. The in the White House after the Sept. 11
book says President Bush’s top advisers were often at odds among
Continued on Page A17
themselves, and sometimes were
barely on speaking terms, but shared
a tendency to dismiss as too pessimistic assessments from American
commanders and others about the
situation in Iraq.
As late as November 2003, Mr.
Bush is quoted as saying of the situation in Iraq: “I don’t want anyone in
the cabinet to say it is an insurgency.
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SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 28 — They
were looking for an academic. The
suspect was conversant in computer
chip technology. And he would have
to be the kind of person who used the
word “pooped” to mean tired.
In a case right out of CSI: Corporate America, a team of private investigators spent months obsessively hunting the source of a news leak
from inside Hewlett-Packard about
the company’s corporate strategy.
By the time they had finished their
search, the team had solved the mystery of what eventually became the
most notorious investigation in Silicon Valley. And the way they did it
seemed to resemble a bureaucratic
version of a Dan Brown thriller.
But in building a clue-heavy reconstruction — part dossier, part “Da
Vinci Code’’ — the detectives ended
up wreaking the havoc that has
forced out Hewlett-Packard’s chairwoman, led to the resignation Thursday of its general counsel and

spawned a series of criminal investigations that are far from over.
The Hewlett-Packard scandal
turned into a spectacle Thursday as
a House committee brought all those
involved to a packed hearing room
on Capitol Hill so that lawmakers
could chastise them before the television cameras for the series of subterfuges used in the company operation
that spied on its own directors, journalists and others.
“As I reviewed all of the documents
for this hearing today,’’ said Representative Diana DeGette of Colorado,
the ranking Democrat on the House
Energy and Commerce Committee,
“I felt like I was looking at a proposal
for a made-for-TV movie, and maybe
this will be a made-for-TV movie. But
I think it’s awfully, awfully sad.”
While many of those brought before the committee declined to answer questions, invoking their Fifth
Amendment rights against self-incrimination, those who did testify
were at pains to distance themselves
from the details of the internal investigation.

Mark V. Hurd, the chief executive,
apologized for what he termed a
“rogue operation.” And he accused
the investigators of being “so focused
on finding the source of the leaks that
they lost sight of the values of this
company.”
The company’s sleuths produced
an 18-page report, released Thursday by the Congressional committee,
that reads at times like a whodunit,
at other times like a dissertation.
They created a profile of the leaker
by studying phone records and
e-mail message trails, even delving
into physical mannerisms and
speech patterns.
In the end, the investigation fingered George A. Keyworth II, who
recently resigned as a member of the
board.
Mr. Keyworth acknowledged that
he talked to a reporter from CNet, an
online technology news service, but
insisted that nothing he discussed
was confidential or damaging to
Continued on Page C7

WASHINGTON, Sept. 28 — The
Senate approved a measure on
Thursday on the interrogations and
trials of terrorism suspects, establishing far-reaching rules to deal
with what President Bush has called
the most dangerous combatants in a
different type of war.
The vote was 65 to 34. It was cast
after more than 10 hours of often impassioned debate that touched on the
Constitution, the horrors of Sept. 11
and the role of the United States in
the world.
Both parties also positioned themselves for the continuing clash over
national security going into the
homestretch of the midterm elections. The vote showed that Democrats believe that President Bush’s
power to wield national security as a
political issue is seriously diminished. [News analysis, Page A20.]
The bill would set up rules for the
military commissions that will allow
the government to proceed with the
prosecutions of high-level detainees
including Khalid Shaikh Mohammed,
considered the mastermind of the
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.
It would make illegal several
broadly defined abuses of detainees,
while leaving it to the president to establish specific permissible interrogation techniques. And it would strip
detainees of a habeas corpus right to
challenge their detentions in court.
The bill is the same as one that the
House passed, eliminating the need
for a conference between the two
chambers. The House is expected to
approve the Senate bill Friday, sending it to the president to be signed.
The bill was a compromise between the White House and three Republican senators who had resisted
what they saw as Mr. Bush’s effort to
rewrite the nation’s obligations under the Geneva Conventions. Although the president had to relent on
some major provisions, the vote allows him to claim victory in achieving a main legislative priority.
“As our troops risk their lives to
fight terrorism, this bill will ensure
they are prepared to defeat today’s
enemies and address tomorrow’s
threats,” the president said in a
statement after the vote.
Republicans argued that the new
rules would provide the necessary
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Soon we will be able
to carry type branding
to online news sites.
But will we?
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